
RECLAIMING MY 
SPACE: 
HOW SORA 
INCREASED 
CHECKOUTS AND 
FREED UP LIBRARY 
SPACE ON CAMPUS

– SHAWN MAAS, CYPRESS BAY HIGH SCHOOL



CYPRESS 
BAY HIGH 
SCHOOL  
WESTON, FL



•Opened in 2002
•Built for 3,200 
students

•Current enrolment 
is 4,712

•The largest high 
school in Florida.













SPACE IS ALWAYS AN 
ISSUE









CYPRESS 
BAY’S 
MEDIA 
CENTER 
BEFORE 
2015

Over 6,000 Square Feet

More than half of that space 
was used for storing 28,000 
books

Only 400 checkouts in 2014



IT WAS TIME FOR A 
CHANGE
•ALA Compliance – 10,000 titles with Overdrive

•24,000 books would be relocated within the 
district

•Remaining Print Collection would be Fiction 
Only

•5,000 Print Titles would remain

•Cyber Lounge instead of Media Center



"We want students to have up-
to-the-minute information to 
what is going on. We wanted to 
make it more like a lounge. The 
media center doesn't have to be 
a quiet place.  It has to be a 
place of ingenuity and what's 
going on.”    

Principal Charles Scott 
Neely 



IF THERE 
WAS A 

NETFLIX 
FOR 

BOOKS… 
WOULD 

YOU 
SUBSCRIBE

?



IN 2015: 
THE 
WAVE 
WAS 
BORN



THE WAVE: BLUEPRINT FOR 
CHANGE



OVERDRIVE
provided the 
space 
solution. The 
New Wave
design 
allowed for 
student 
collaboration.













OVERDRI
VE MEDIA 
STATIONS







CYPRESSBAYMEDIA.C
OM



FICTION
UP TO DATE TITLES

ENGLISH AND SPANISH



NON FICTION WAS IMPROVED
- Biography & History
- Professional Development 

Library



ONLINE CHINESE 
LIBRARY 
CONFUCIUS ROOM





OVERDRIV
E 
CHECKOU
TS BY 
MONTH

















SORA HELPED
CYPRESS BAY 
HIGH
• Double usable space
• Prioritized 1-1 

Devices
• Refreshed Collection
• Increase Checkouts

8000 > 400





DISCOVERSORA.C
OM


