
• Kristine Shrauger, UCF Librarian
• Amy Dovydaitis, UCF Librarian
• Emma Gisclair, UCF LTA II



When CATALOG searching fails us: 
  

This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY-SA

How do we find the “Windows, Mirrors and Sliding Glass Doors?”                  
           Discover UCF’s Diverse Families Bookshelf database.

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Copyright_registration
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/


Definition
Diversity encompasses those                                  

human characteristics that make us unique,                            
as well as the many universal qualities                             

that make us the same. 

https://www.artcobell.com/



Why are diverse books 
powerful tools?

• Mirrors, Windows & Sliding Glass Doors

• Rudine Sims Bishop

• Shadow and Substance: Afro-American Experience in 

Contemporary Children’s Literature (1982)

• used the metaphor of “windows, mirrors and sliding 

glass doors” to explain the ways in which children 

experience other cultures and see their own culture 

reflected and validated through the books they read 

@MsWaskoMedia



Children’s picture books are some of the earliest forms of media 
that teach children about diversity in the world. Social messages 
that young children glean from picture books will likely stay with 
them for the rest of their lives (Roethler 1998; Henderson 1991). 

We Need Diverse Books https://diversebooks.org/





Diversity in Children’s Books
a study of 3600 books by the CCBC

https://www.huffingtonpost.ca/entry/diversity-kids-books-statistics_ca_5d0bb0f8e4b0859fc3db38c3

American 
Indians/First 

Nations

Latinx Asian 
Pacifics/Asian 

Pacific Americans

African/African 
Americans

Animals, 
Trucks, etc.

White

2012 Less than 1% 1.5% 2% 3% 0% 93%
2015 .09% 2.4% 3.3% 7.6% 12.5% 73.3%

2018 1% 5% 7% 10% 27% 50%

https://www.huffingtonpost.ca/entry/diversity-kids-books-statistics_ca_5d0bb0f8e4b0859fc3db38c3


Within the State of Florida, 
what is our student enrollment by race? 



by race? 

White
Black or African 

American Hispanic/Latino Asian

Native Hawaiian or 
Other Pacific 

Islander
American Indian or 

Alaska Native Two or More Races

 Number  Percent  Number  Percent  Number  Percent  Number  Percent  Number  Percent  Number  Percent  Number  Percent

2017-2018 1,077,904 38.0% 626,568 22.1% 938,248 33.1% 77,817 2.7% 4,744 02% 8,501 0.3% 99,333 3.5%

2018-2019 1,063,922 37.4% 624,435 21.9% 964,219 33.9% 78,938 2.8% 4,839 0.2% 8,127 0.3% 102,377 3.6%

http://www.fldoe.org/accountability/data-sys/edu-info-accountability-services/pk-12-public-school-data-pubs-reports/students.stml

Total Enrollment/Membership by District by Race/Ethnicity

1,782,935 
(non-white students)
FTE Student Enrollment is Majority Minority

http://www.fldoe.org/accountability/data-sys/edu-info-accountability-services/pk-12-public-school-data-pubs-reports/students.stml


“Necessity is the 
mother 

of invention,” 
but this time 

necessity’s name is 
Nuri.



Outcome of Discovery

• 5 grants
• 1 fellowship
• 20 student assistants 
• Custom artwork
• Database                           
   and supporting website
• Blogs 



Diverse 
Families 
Bookshelf

UCF student participation since the beginning
• Social media, reading books, uploading data, working with Digital 

Initiatives librarian, 

Looks past culture, race and ethnicity (wheel)

Evaluation of pictures

Beginning to incorporate lesson plans

In discussions with middle school to expand database

Book is evaluated in its entirety

Main character attributes

Currently working on database name and graphics change



Diversity Wheel
Dimensions of diversity, can 
include sex, race, age, national 
origin, ethnicity, gender 
identity and expression, 
intellectual and physical ability, 
sexuality, income, faith and 
non-faith perspectives, socio-
economic class, political 
ideology, education, 
geographic location, primary 
language, family status, 
military experience, 
organization role and level, 
work style, work experience, 
cognitive style,  and 
communication style.



Major Sections:

























• Incorporating UCF 
     School of Teacher Education    
     student lesson plans
• Focus on SEL 
• Social and Emotional Learning
• Empathy



• Student work is stored in STARS
• Students can use this on their resumes
• Students must consider copyright





Student 
and staff 
authored 

blogs. 



@DIVFamilies

Student Lead
Social Media Presence



https://diversebooks.org/resources/where-to-find-diverse-books/
http://stars.library.ucf.edu/diversefamilies/




How Diverse are our 
collections?  

“Sixth and seventh grade reading 
students at Gunston Middle 
School in Arlington, Virginia 

researched the lack of diversity in 
children’s and young adult books, 

in their classroom library and a 
selection of sports books to see 

which groups of people were 
under-represented.”

http://www.teachingforchange.org/ms-critique-books

http://www.teachingforchange.org/ms-critique-books


Student 
Revelations:

“This unit actually taught me a lot and opened my eyes. I realized every 
single book I read when I was little actually had white characters and not 
other kinds of characters, like black, Hispanic, or Asian, Indian. And since 
it my opened my eyes, it made me realize I wanted to make a difference.” 
— Alize

“I learned that—when you told me about this problem, I never realized 
that there were not many races mentioned in books. It was mostly just a 
series of white people but with a different life or a different story. When I 
was little, I would always just be so interested in their lives, that I would 
even try to convince myself that I was American or white, just because I 
was born here.” — Abigail

“I really learned how the world is not shown in books. It’s kind of like 
people lie a lot in children’s books. They don’t show the real world. They 
show the fake world. To be honest, I don’t really like it. I don’t see me in 
books I read. I don’t see a lot of children that are mixed. I just see a lot of 
white people in children’s books. Maybe they think that being mixed is 
wrong or something like that, but I think they should show biracial 
people.” — Isabella



Diversity 
Audit

This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY-ND

http://lawyersandsettlements.com/blog/government-audit-of-fda-food-oversight-not-pretty-08262.html
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nd/3.0/


Why Did We Start a Picture Book Collection Diversity Audit? 

• Work on the Diverse Families Bookshelf started to reveal gaps (need to ILL or order)

• Bigger budget = more books (If our collection isn’t diverse, then budget is not the cause)

• Evaluate our Collection Development policies (Is utilizing professional publications/search tools enough)

• Began to notice Subject Headings were missing (Is this the reason we can’t find our books?)

• Realization that important details in the illustrations are missing from Subject Headings (picture walk)

• We wanted to gather important information regarding main characters that were people (windows, mirrors, etc)

• Seeking to answer: 
• Are there more books in our collection that represent aspects of diversity, but we can’t find them due to 

lack of necessary Subjects Headings?  (Cataloging is the Keys to the Kingdom)



• Physically Handicapped
• People with Disabilities
• Gay Fathers
• Gay Mothers
• Immigrants
• Emigration and Immigration
• Children of Immigrants
• Gender Identity
• Gender Nonconforming
• Sex Role
• Homosexuality
• Transgender
• Gender Expression
• Social Acceptance in Children
• Prejudices

• Ethnicity
• Specific Ethnic Groups 
• Chinese Americans
• Spanish
• African Americans
• Korean Americans

• Individuality
• Individual Difference
• Multiculturalism
• Discrimination
• Racially Mixed People
• Interracial Marriage
• Disabilities
• Specific Disabilities
• Developmentally Disabled Children

Examples of Diversity Subject Headings:
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Anna Hibiscus and Her Biracial Parents





Diversity Audit… our results so far…

0 100 200 300 400 500 600 700

Alien

Animal

Fantasy/Imaginary Creature

Human

Monster

NA

Personified animal/insect

Personified food

Personified nature

Personified object

Type of main character



0 100 200 300 400 500 600

Asian/Pacific Islander

Biracial / Multiracial

Black / African American

Latinx / Hispanic

Middle Eastern / North African

NA

Native American / First Nations

Undetermined but obviously...

White / Caucasian

Race / Ethnicity of Main 
Character



Addressing Main Characters 
of Undetermined Ethnicity

• Look for clues in the pictures and text
• Check the author’s web site for information
• Consult reliable sites and read reviews
• Email the author and ask



“When I wrote and illustrated both books, Daniel 
Finds a Poem and Daniel's Good Day I chose to 
feature a non-white main character because in my 
mind there are never enough books where children 
of color are featured.
He was intentionally left an undetermined race.
Daniel's mother and grandmother are non white 
which would mean Daniel would be biracial.
When painting Daniel's grandmother I was thinking 
she could be Latina or middle eastern or asian. 
Daniel is a nice reflection of future americans so you 
can put him in all the categories.
He's just a curious little boy going about his day.”

                                                             ---- Micha Archer



“…the little girl main character is a person of 
color. I have had children think that she 
Hispanic, Asian, Indian and a combination of 
races. I haven’t specified a race for her, as I 
love that a variety of children are seeing 
themselves in her. That’s great that your library 
is able to make it easy for readers to find 
diverse books.” 

Best, 
Stephanie Graegin



“This is basically all a true story about my 
wife and I having a child ( it took 7 years)   
and she is indeed japanese. There are 
various japanese patterns and shrines and 
even the Doraman wishing dolls on the 
back cover. It’s all hidden a touch as to 
make it not too obvious as we are a family 
first and biracial second :)”

 
---   Aaron Meshon



https://diversebooks.org/resources/where-to-find-diverse-books/
http://stars.library.ucf.edu/diversefamilies/


Seeing the root of the bigger problem ….
• Why are sites like ours needed? 
• Cataloging (the process)
• Authors and Publishers 

Potential Solutions to this problem….
• Catalogers must have the complete product
• Authors/Publishers submit requested list of 

information indicating main character 
attributes or more complete annotation



What Will Come Out of the Diversity Audit?

• Data to improve our collection development
• LibGuides
• PDRA grant for UCF local catalog changes
• Patrons will be able to search for main character attributes 
• (key to finding those windows and mirrors)

• Increase access points, increased search success, potential increase in 
circulation

• Step towards changing how we look at catalog records and main character
• Address the need to improve cataloging of vital illustration components



Did you know 
that you have 

FREE 
access to    

UCF Libraries? 

This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY-NC

http://rmdraco84.deviantart.com/art/Handcuff-Question-Mark-300652850
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/3.0/


 

Access to                          
Over 

One Million  
Free 

Resources 

https://p
ixabay.com/

 

Get a Free 
Special 

Borrowers 
Library Card



What Do You Need to Fill Out? 
 

• Complete:
• Yellow Card – Bottom portion becomes your library card
• Liability Form
• Provide a 4 Digit PIN Number
• Checkout up to 10 items (3 weeks)
• Card lasts until the start of the next school year



Each teacher would need to visit our library,  provide documentation of 
employment on school letterhead, signed by the principal. 

Call to possibly arrange a school visit to sign up your teachers in person.              



Thank you for spending 
time with us

• Amy Dovydaitis
• Emma Gisclair
• Kristine Shrauger

http://stars.library.ucf.edu/diversefamilies/179/
http://stars.library.ucf.edu/diversefamilies/1383/
http://stars.library.ucf.edu/diversefamilies/1/

