
All In for Collaborative Lessons in 
the MakerSpace

One Media Specialist's Experience, Tips, and Tricks



So Many Ideas...





My Early Experiences with MakerSpaces



Lorenzo Walker Technical High School: MakeIt Lab



Finding Direction; Focus on Collaboration

Monthly themes

5th grade tours

Collaboration and co-teaching, often tying in with 
monthly themes

Community- within and outside the school



Luring them in with a Grand OpeningGrand Opening: October, 2016

https://www.facebook.com/vanessa.r.alvarez.9/videos/10155225191852004/


Bringing in the Teachers with Media Center 
Orientations

Using BreakoutEdu GooseChase Edu 
Mission

https://www.goosechase.com/game/281208/submissions/mission/5873976/
https://www.goosechase.com/game/281208/submissions/mission/5873976/


Find Willing Victims...I mean, Volunteers 



Tune in to Their Curriculum 

Standards

Units

Curriculum Guides



Share Out to School Community

https://media.collierschools.com/media/LWTC-+LWTHS+Make-it+Lab/0_cdmubcwn


My Favorite 
Collaboration Projects



Chibitronics: LED Stickers



Used For....

Symbolism 

Reflecting on Learning 

Speaking & Listening Skills

http://drive.google.com/file/d/0B8SE9u2N2o1yZi03dExoNUI5ZkU/view


Makey Makey

Colleen Graves blog

https://colleengraves.org/2017/03/24/resource-interactive-blackoutpoetry-with-makey-makey-and-scratch/


Used For...

Blackout Poetry: Figurative Language & Imagery, Rhythm, Tone, Theme, 
Speaking & Listening

Essays: Reflecting on Learning, Speaking & Listening

As well as learning coding and circuitry

http://drive.google.com/file/d/17pNP0s3-abnewhPV5sDIKdHfBwafGtQP/view


Cardboard Challenge



Used For...

MC (Modified Curriculum) Classes: Collaborative Work, Problem-Solving, 
Creativity.  All real-life employment skills needed in any area of work.

Math: Angles, Measurements

Science: Physics



TakeApart/Dissection

http://drive.google.com/file/d/1vKRssV15qhB22NtI1IYxRTBWlPkH1RINtg/view


Used For:

Technology Classes: Computer hardware

http://drive.google.com/file/d/1EJdB9m_3IS1B7pA4zdzWxiOgbhRXY-Rq0Q/view


Hour of Code



Used For:

Digital Design: Coding, Circuitry, Robotics

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=b_XI3W4fg6k


Sphero Mazes



Used For...

Critical Thinking: Coding, collaborative problem-solving

ESOL/ELL: Coding, English technical vocabulary, speaking and listening

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2LzO0ccDrwI


Green Screen

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pSmMHRvA8Aw


Used For...

ESOL/ELL: Speaking and Listening, Presentation Skills

Entrepreneurship/Marketing: Presentation, Marketing

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kZjDsbQAtXA


Resources



Bloggers and Tweeters

Colleen Graves

@gravescolleen

Diana Rendina  

@DianaLRendina

Gina Seymour

@ginaseymour

https://colleengraves.org/
http://www.renovatedlearning.com/
https://ginaseymour.com/compassionatemaker/


Books/Websites



Thank you!

Follow me on Twitter: @nessz79  

If you have any questions: alvareva@collierschools.com


