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Some of the most powerful literacy 
tools we have to help transform 

lives are books that address diversity.

Diversity
Customs

Culture

Language

Traditions



Definition
Diversity encompasses those                                  

human characteristics that make us unique,                            
as well as the many universal qualities                             

that make us the same. 



https://www.slj.com/2014/
05/diversity/culturally-
diverse-books-selected-by-
sljs-review-editors/

Why are diverse books powerful tools?
• Mirrors & Windows
• Rudine Sims Bishop
• Shadow and Substance: Afro-American 

Experience in Contemporary Children’s 
Literature (1982)
• used the metaphor of “windows and 

mirrors” to explain the ways in which 
children experience other cultures and see 
their own culture reflected and validated 
through the books they read 

https://www.slj.com/2014/05/diversity/culturally-diverse-books-selected-by-sljs-review-editors/
https://www.slj.com/2014/05/diversity/culturally-diverse-books-selected-by-sljs-review-editors/
https://www.slj.com/2014/05/diversity/culturally-diverse-books-selected-by-sljs-review-editors/
https://www.slj.com/2014/05/diversity/culturally-diverse-books-selected-by-sljs-review-editors/




Children’s picture books are some of the earliest forms of media 
that teach children about diversity in the world. Social messages 
that young children glean from picture books will likely stay with 
them for the rest of their lives (Roethler 1998; Henderson 1991). 



How Diverse are 
our collections?  

“Sixth and seventh grade reading 
students at Gunston Middle 
School in Arlington, Virginia 

researched the lack of diversity in 
children’s and young adult books, 

in their classroom library and a 
selection of sports books to see 

which groups of people were 
under-represented.”

http://www.teachingforchange.org/ms-critique-books

http://www.teachingforchange.org/ms-critique-books


Student Revelations:Student Revelations:
“This unit actually taught me a lot and opened my eyes. I realized every single book I read 

when I was little actually had white characters and not other kinds of characters, like black, 
Hispanic, or Asian, Indian. And since it my opened my eyes, it made me realize I wanted to 

make a difference.” — Alize

“I learned that—when you told me about this problem, I never realized that there were not 
many races mentioned in books. It was mostly just a series of white people but with a different 

life or a different story. When I was little, I would always just be so interested in their lives, 
that I would even try to convince myself that I was American or white, just because I was born 

here.” — Abigail

“I really learned how the world is not shown in books. It’s kind of like people lie a lot in 
children’s books. They don’t show the real world. They show the fake world. To be honest, I 

don’t really like it. I don’t see me in books I read. I don’t see a lot of children that are mixed. I 
just see a lot of white people in children’s books. Maybe they think that being mixed is wrong 

or something like that, but I think they should show biracial people.” — Isabella
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Within the State of Florida, Within the State of Florida, 
wwhat is our student enrollment by race? hat is our student enrollment by race? 



Within the state of Florida 
what is our student enrollment by race? 

School populations are becoming increasingly diverse. 

1,755,211



Missing from the Shelf, source

 

A reality check

•“Children of color now make up more than half 
of the kids in public schools in the United States, 
and their numbers continue to grow.”

•  “According to the United States Census Bureau, 
by 2020 more than half of all children in the 
United States will be non-white, and the U.S. 
population as a whole will become “majority 
minority” by 2044.”



Purchase and share diverse themed titles

“Sales matter to publishing. The books themselves matter 
to children and teens, who deserve to see the rich 
diversity of their lives and the world in which they live 
reflected in the books around them each and every day.”

CCBC, Cooperative Children’s Book Center

What Can We Do to Help?



“Necessity is the mother 
of invention,” 

but this time necessity’s 
name is Nuri.



Outcome of Outcome of 
DiscoveryDiscovery

4 grants
1 fellowship
15 student assistants 
Custom artwork
Database and 
supporting website











Let’s take a look 
at the spreadsheet

https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1jKTRLKFhL5Vw3vYT
ny9oAD-WWKIe8uYW33rdxX9FCzI/edit?usp=sharing

https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1jKTRLKFhL5Vw3vYTny9oAD-WWKIe8uYW33rdxX9FCzI/edit?usp=sharing
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Database Examples:  Some of our favorites…

http://stars.library.ucf.edu/diversefamilies/179/
http://stars.library.ucf.edu/diversefamilies/1/
http://stars.library.ucf.edu/diversefamilies/1383/


Did you know 
that you have 

FREE 
access to              

UCF Libraries? 



Florida PreK-12 School Educators FREE 
access
University of Central Florida Libraries

Become a Special Borrower
• Present your government issued photo ID 
• Letter from your school principal or administration, on school or district on letter 
head.
• Check out 10 items at a time

What’s at the library?  
• 32,000 items including: 

• Picture books, middle grades & YA fiction
• Nonfiction
• Professional literature for educators
• DVDs and audiobooks
• Graphic novels
• teacher resource materials such as educational games, manipulatives, or books 

with lesson plans and classroom activities 
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Thank you 

Amy Dovydaitis          Devi Mody          Kristine Shrauger


